The 1970s was a period of great social change. It was a time of
strongly held political views. People marched against the Vietnam War.
Governments were dismissed. A whole array of social movements
emerged, as people spoke about what a community should look like.

AMONGST those hoping for changes in the structures of society, especially those

The founder of the Jesuits, Ignatius

working with the most marginalised, there was an optimism about how society

of Loyola, saw that it was not enough
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to express a commitment to justice.
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The Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) has been known for its involvement in education

commitment to the poor.

in secondary schools and universities around the world. In the late 1960s the
Superior General of the Order, Fr. Pedro Arrupe SJ challenged his fellow Jesuits to
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Responding to this call, in 1975 the 32nd Congregation of the Jesuit Order
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on the value and dignity of each
individual person, but it must

There is a new challenge to our apostolic mission in a world
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international community.
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At the centre of this work with each

We spoke of access, choice,

We were in a close relationship

person was a focus on personal

dignity and opportunity. For

with a group of young people
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Our belief in God and our
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the areas of greatest need. It also calls

preaching of the Word must be

life of Four Flats through efforts to

for a willingness to respond creatively to

given concrete expression in

support young people just released

emerging needs. Jesuit Social Services

action, especially in our care for
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custody was not enough. There were
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by Jesuit Social Services today.

many areas of unmet need and the work

were motivated by Catholic social
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of Four Flats was just the beginning.
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broken, grieving families who could
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not care for one another. David Murray

from a secular perspective.

expressed it this way:
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If we weren’t able to care for these
damaged young people in our midst then
what sort of community did we have?

