Being short of the basic essentials of life, including food and
shelter, has long been the recognised face of poverty and
disadvantage. The series of studies of the distribution of
disadvantage throughout Australia undertaken by Jesuit Social
Services has revealed the all-encompassing nature of poverty
and its web-like character. The ﬁndings have illustrated that
disadvantages tend to concentrate among the same people
and their effects on health are cumulative. The children born
to poorer families incur more ill-health, are more likely to drop
out of school and more likely to become mentally ill. They
are more likely to be unemployed. They are more likely to get
chronic illnesses and die at an early age. These different strands
of disadvantage frequently inter-lock. Poverty diminishes the
quality of a person’s life across all these dimensions.
—Tony Vinson
AT THE time Cathy Guinness came

Old ways of ‘managing’ disadvantage

to work for Jesuit Social Services, a

were being replaced by a respect for

‘whole-of-neighbourhood’ approach

people in need and an understanding

to tackling poverty and disadvantage

that this was their community and

was being launched. It was now

they wanted to be a part of making it

understood that poverty affects whole

change for the better.

communities, not just individuals.

88

89

Cathy remembers how hard it was to
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This was their community...

This was their community and they wanted to be
a part of making it change for the better.

There is a great energy within the
idea and the reality of community.

