No longer safe in their own
country ravaged by war,
they ﬂed, only to experience
unspeakable horrors at sea
when they were intercepted
by pirates.

THOSE who made it to land spent long periods in refugee
camps where they were again exposed to abuse and
exploitation. Vulnerable, frightened, desperate people are
easy targets.
A ﬂimsy 17-metre ﬁshing vessel carried the ﬁrst
Vietnamese refugees into Darwin Harbour on April 26
1976. This marked the beginning of a wave of refugees
ﬂeeing from post war Vietnam.
Nam and his parents arrived in Melbourne in those early
years. The adjustment was hard. Nam’s father had been
an engineer in Vietnam but with no recognition of his
qualiﬁcations, he could only ﬁnd work as a cleaner. Nam’s
mother was lonely and she grieved for the way they lived
with extended family back in Vietnam. Tensions rose and
before long, Nam’s father left. His mother’s loneliness
increased and she slid into depression and anxiety. Every
time Nam went out, she fretted. When would he be back?
Where was he going? How long would he be away?
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Everyone has to learn a second language
– the language of love. This is deeper than a
spoken language.

